
Join Us! 
Grace Hall 

Grace Lutheran Church 

21 Carroll Street 

Westminster, Maryland  21157 

  

 

 

Box Lunch 

Talks 

2016 

GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
Parking - Free parking is available on 
lots across Carroll Street from the 
church and to the left of the church. 
 
Grace Hall - Use Church entrance #2, go 
down the hall and take the stairs; or go 
right and take the elevator to the 3rd 
floor. 
 
Agenda - Programs begin at noon and 
last about an hour. Lunch is on your 
own. Society volunteers provide 
beverages & desserts.  
 
Admission - Please check in when you 
arrive! The fee is $3.00 for members, 
$7.00 for non-members. 
 
Schedule - B.L.T.s take place the third 
Tuesday of every month. You may find 
the schedule in The Carroll Courier 
newsletter and at www.HSCCmd.org. 

Thanks to our sponsors 
for their generous support! 

The Historical Society of Carroll County 

210 East Main Street 

Westminster, Maryland 21157 

410-848-6494 

Info@HSCCmd.org 

www.HSCCmd.org 

Visit Us Online! 

Founded in 1939, the Historical 
Society of Carroll County, Maryland, 
Inc. (HSCC) is a nonprofit educational 
organization whose mission is to 
collect, preserve, and make accessible 
the tangible objects that allow the 
public to explore the unique history 
of Carroll County and its diverse 
cultural heritage.  As the County’s 
primary storyteller, HSCC utilizes its 
collections and other resources to 
place that history within the larger 
context of the American experience.   
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January 19 
A Library for Everyone: The Carroll 
County Public Library 
Library service in Carroll County began in 
1863, when the Westminster Public Library 
was founded. Over the years the library 
relocated - from the Odd Fellows’ Hall to the 
Times Building to the second floor of the 
Wantz Building – and grew to become the 
Davis Library in 1951. In 1958, a county-
wide library system was established. Lynn 
Wheeler, director of the Carroll County 
Public Library, takes us on a trip through 
the library’s history. 
 

February 16  
A Fashion for Every Function 
Take a journey through fashion as Sherry 
Hartman examines the specialized clothing 
worn by 19th century women for specific 
functions. Topics include undergarments/
unmentionables, seasonal attire, clothes 
with a mission, and clothes as a statement. 
 
March 15 
In Search of Frederick Dielman,  
1847-1935 
Frederick Dielman, who spent his childhood 
in New Windsor, had a 60-year career in the 
arts as an illustrator, painter, teacher, 
lecturer, and academician. After studying in 
Germany, Dielman (nicknamed the 
“Terrapin” for his Maryland roots) returned 
for the Centennial Exhibition and then 
opened a studio in New York City. Clark 
Taggart looks at Dielman’s life, his work, 
and his position at the center of the art 
world. 
 
 
 
 

July 19 
Five Generations of Collecting: A 
Family Tradition 
Tom Gordon, Jr., and Tom Gordon III are the 
fourth and fifth generations of collectors in 
a family with a long connection to history 
and heritage. From the first collector in 
their family who traded with the Crow 
Indians, the family history includes notables 
such as Abraham Lincoln, John Surratt, John 
Singleton Mosby, Betsy Patterson 
Bonaparte, Theodore Roosevelt, and 
numerous others. Learn about collecting 
and the many artifacts this family has 
acquired. 
 
August  16 
Carroll’s Lost One- and Two-Room 
Schools 
By the late 19th century, little schoolhouses 
dotted the Carroll countryside every few 
miles. Mimi Ashcraft will explore where 
they were located, what has become of 
them, and what was taught. She’ll also 
include amusing and enlightening memories 
of former teachers and students collected 
many years ago by historian Joan Prall. 
 
September 20 
Demand at First Sight: Carroll County 
Visits the Centennial 
The Centennial of 1876, celebrating the 
100th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence, was the first 
World’s Fair held on American soil. More 
than ten million people visited this 
“International Exposition.” Due to Carroll 
County’s proximity to Philadelphia, many 
residents had the opportunity to personally 
view the Fair’s offerings. HSCC executive 
director Gainor Davis reveals what unique, 
 

 exotic, and innovative items captured 
 Carroll Countians’ imaginations and how 
this exposure to the world in miniature was 
integrated into their everyday lives.   
 

October 18 
A Love Affair with Antrim 1844 
In 1844, Col. Andrew Ege built a magnificent 
home on the outskirts of Taneytown. He 
called the house “Antrim” in honor of his 
home county in Ireland. Today, Antrim 1844 
is a nationally-known inn and restaurant. 
Owner Dorothy Mollett examines the 
history of the property and tells the story of 
restoring the house to its original splendor. 
 
November 15 
Up In Smoke: Fires in Carroll County 
From London in 1666 to Chicago in 1871 to 
San Francisco in 1906, cities throughout 
history have been altered by fires. HSCC 
curator Cathy Baty takes a look at some of 
the fires that have impacted Carroll County 
communities including Westminster, Mt. 
Airy, and Hampstead. 
 

December 20 
Christmas Past - A Culinary Journey 
Food and drink have always been essential 
to human celebrations—but particularly 
during the Christmas season!   What special 
treats do you associate with this festive 
holiday—eggnog, roast turkey, fruitcake, 
oyster stew, mincemeat pie…?   Debbie 
Leister and Carol Cain will discuss some of 
Carroll County’s  unique foodways—tasty 
traditions that have been part of Carroll 
Countians’ holiday menus for generations.  

April 19 
Lose Your Head Over Odd Fellows’ 
Hall 
At the time the Odd Fellows’ Hall was 
dedicated in 1858, it was the largest 
building in Carroll County. Later known as 
the Opera House, over the years it was the 
scene of meetings, lectures (including one 
by Frederick Douglass), plays, movies . . . 
and murder. Kevin Dayhoff recounts many 
secrets of one of Westminster’s most 
prominent buildings.  
 
May 17 
Honoring Our Heritage: The Greek 
Families of Westminster 
The Greek families of Westminster may 
have come from different areas, but here 
they bonded to form a community. Based on 
over two years of research, Antigoni Ladd 
examines how these immigrants united to 
adapt to American culture—establishing 
businesses and finding homes—while also 
keeping their Greek culture alive. 
 
June 21 
Presidential Elections and Carroll 
County 
Voters in Carroll County have expressed 
their opinion in 44 presidential elections 
since 1840.  Carroll County native John T. 
Willis, former Maryland Secretary of State 
and author of Presidential Elections in 
Maryland and Maryland Politics and 
Government, will review the county’s role in 
presidential elections and how its election 
results compare with neighboring counties, 
the state and the nation. 
 
 
 
 


